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The company has pioneered electric power 
switching technologies that manage consumer 
demand aberrations as a result of plug-in vehi-
cles, address peak energy crunches, and inte-
grate clean and renewable energy into utility 
companies’ existing electrical framework. Its 
commitment to quality has established the 
company as the industry leader in long-term 
value. And its commitment to its employees, 
including a benefits package that provides tui-
tion reimbursement, has kept 350 employees 
at the company for over 25 years each. These 
traits will ensure that S&C remains a leader in 
electric power solutions for the next century. 

The next century will compel our country to 
conserve precious energy resources, create 
new technologies to enhance efficiency, and 
incorporate clean energy alternatives. Compa-
nies like S&C will be instrumental in that proc-
ess and will enable the United States to lead 
the world in energy innovation. 

I am proud to count S&C among the compa-
nies in my district and its employees among 
my constituents. I congratulate them on this 
major milestone, and I look forward to their 
continued success in the 100 years ahead. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. ATANACIO 
GARCIA OF SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 9, 2011 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring a truly amazing 
citizen of our country, Mr. Atanacio Garcia of 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Mr. Garcia has dedicated his entire life to 
serving the United States of America. At the 
age of 22, he enlisted in the military and 
served 8 years, including a stint in Korea and 
Germany. Upon his discharge, Mr. Garcia re-
turned to Texas and joined the U.S. Postal 
Service. In addition to working for the Postal 
Service for 24 years, Mr. Garcia also served 
in the Texas Air National Guard from March 
14, 1963–March 13, 1982. 

Since his retirement in 1984, Mr. Garcia has 
remained steadfast in his commitment to civic 
duty and civic responsibility, and he has con-
tinuously worked to help the people of San 
Antonio. Mr. Garcia worked to help bring the 
first public pool to San Antonio’s Westside 
neighborhood, and he has been a constant 
figure at neighborhood events and local com-
munity service projects. 

Even after all of these incredible achieve-
ments and accomplishments, Mr. Garcia has 
still felt the need to do even more for his 
country. Concerned about America’s growing 
debt, he decided to take matters into his own 
hands. Starting in 2009, Mr. Garcia made a 
pledge to send $50 every month to the U.S. 
Treasury’s Bureau of Public Debt in order to 
pay down our national debt. In order to main-
tain his monthly pledge, Mr. Garcia uses 
money he makes from selling aluminum cans 
that he collects in his neighborhood. 

Obviously, we cannot all have the sense of 
public service and civic duty of Mr. Atanacio 
Garcia, but it is my hope that we can all strive 
to be a little more like Mr. Garcia. If law-
makers and corporations were able to embody 
just a fraction of his willingness to solve prob-
lems by putting America first, I do not believe 

that our country would have the problems that 
it does. 

I want to thank Mr. Garcia for his tireless ef-
forts and dedication to his community and to 
his country. He is a pillar of the San Antonio 
community, and an example for citizens 
across the country. It is truly an honor to rep-
resent constituents, such as Mr. Atanacio Gar-
cia, in the U.S. Congress, and again, I would 
like to ask all of my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing this incredible public servant and 
citizen of the United States of America. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE FOREIGN 
SERVICE LINE OF DUTY DEATH 
GRATUITY ACT OF 2011 

HON. ALLEN B. WEST 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 9, 2011 

Mr. WEST. Mr. Speaker, today I rise, with 
my colleague Congressman BENNIE THOMP-
SON, to introduce the Foreign Service Line of 
Duty Death Gratuity Act. 

As our nation approaches the 10th Anniver-
sary of the terrorist attacks on September 
11th, it is important to acknowledge that the 
attacks in New York and Washington, DC, 
were not the first shots fired in this war, but 
rather just an escalation of previous attacks 
against the UnitedStates. 

Over the course of the upcoming weekend, 
Americans will reflect on the events of 10 
years ago. Where were they on that terrible 
day? What were they doing when the towers 
fell and when the Pentagon was hit? How did 
they react when it became apparent that it 
was a terrorist attack on our country? 

The events of that day have guided our 
Federal Government’s approach, and indeed 
our society’s approach, to preventing future at-
tacks in many different ways. 

However, there is another significant date— 
a date that may be less familiar to many 
Americans. That date is August 7, 1998. I 
know that for many Americans, if not most, it 
is difficult to recall what they were doing or 
where they were that day. 

For the Department of State, and for many 
Foreign Service Officers and members of the 
State Department family, that date is a defin-
ing moment in each of their lives. 

On the afternoon of August 7, 1998, over 
8,000 miles from Capitol Hill on the continent 
of Africa, Al Qaeda terrorists set off two simul-
taneous truck bombs at the entrances to our 
embassies in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dares Sa-
laam, Tanzania. 

When the smoke finally cleared, 300 people 
were dead. Twelve Americans and 40 citizens 
of Kenya and Tanzania who were working for 
the United States Government were among 
those killed. More than 5,000 were injured, 
and two United States embassies were de-
stroyed. 

Although the attacks were directed at Amer-
ican facilities, the vast majority of casualties 
were local citizens. 

Fifteen years earlier, in 1983, a suicide 
bomber attacked the United States Embassy 
in Beirut, Lebanon. In that tragedy, sixty peo-
ple died—mostly embassy staff members and 
U.S. service members. At that time, it was the 
deadliest attack on a U.S. diplomatic mission, 
and isconsidered by some to mark the begin-

ning of attacks by Islamist extremist groups on 
the United States. 

After the Beirut attack, a Commission was 
set up under the leadership of former Navy 
Admiral Bobby Inman. Recommendations 
were made, funding was provided, and the 
State Department was charged to replace 77 
embassies and consulates that failed to meet 
basic security standards. 

The Commission stated that ‘‘a large num-
ber of facilities around the world, which once 
may have represented the optimal site for the 
conduct of American diplomacy, [should] be 
replaced by more physically secure sites and 
buildings. The Panel believe[s] that it [is] es-
sential that a substantial relocation and build-
ing program be initiated and carried out with 
dispatch.’’Despite this recommendation from 
the Inman Commission, a lack of appropriate 
sites and a lack of funding resulted in the De-
partment completing only 22 of the planned 
Inman embassies. 

By the time of the East African bombings, 
the Department had only one new embassy 
under construction. After the 1998 East Afri-
can attacks, another Commission was set up, 
again under the leadership of retired Navy Ad-
miral William Crowe. Once again rec-
ommendations were made, funding was pro-
vided, and the State Department was charged 
to replace 187 aging and unsecure embas-
sies. The State Department worked closely 
with the Office of Management and Budget 
and the United States Congress to ensure that 
a funding commitment was put in place.In re-
sponse, Congress passed the Secure Em-
bassy Construction and Counterterrorism Act 
of 1999. 

Over the last 13 years, the Department of 
State’s Bureau of Overseas Buildings Oper-
ations has completed, or has under construc-
tion, more than 100 facilities around the globe. 
Approximately 25,000 federal employees have 
moved into safer, more secure, and functional 
facilities overseas. With this latest building 
program, the State Department has moved 
one-quarter of all U.S. Government overseas 
employees into new facilities. 

Since the East African bombings, American 
diplomatic facilities have been attacked over 
140 times. Recently, attacks in Belgrade, Ser-
bia; Sanaa, Yemen; Nuevo Laredo, Mexico 
and many others have been covered on the 
news. When they happen, these events are 
breaking news stories, but are often quickly 
forgotten. The State Department has been for-
tunate in each of these attacks that the per-
petrators of the violence have never breached 
the hard line of the embassy building. 

While the State Department continues to 
build secure facilities, the 13 years since the 
East Africa bombings have seen the world be-
come more dangerous. The goal of the Bu-
reau of Overseas Buildings is to construct fa-
cilities that provide American diplomats with 
safe and functional facilities where they can 
advance foreign policy, and ultimately make 
the world better, safer and more secure. Until 
that day comes, however, these Federal em-
ployees who bravely serve our nation continue 
to be at risk of terrorist attack. 

Many of the Foreign Service Officers who 
work in United States diplomatic platforms 
serve alongside and face the same hazards 
and risks as our military personnel and intel-
ligence officers. 

As Foreign Service employees engage more 
visibly in Iraq and Afghanistan, it is important 
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that they know that their contributions and 
sacrifices are as highly valued as those of our 
military personnel. 

The Foreign Service Line of Duty Death 
Gratuity Act would authorize the Department 
of State to provide compensation for the fami-
lies of fallen Foreign Service employees that is 
comparable to what is provided to the families 
of fallen military personnel. 

Under current law, the surviving family 
members of an American Foreign Service em-
ployee are entitled to one year’s salary and 
the proceeds of their federal life insurance 
benefit. In contrast, the family of a fallen mem-
ber of the military is entitled to an enhanced 
life insurance and death gratuity that was au-
thorized by the United States Congress in 
2005. This is a disparity that can no longer be 
overlooked. 

The Foreign Service Line of Duty Death 
Gratuity Act would ensure that the families of 
Foreign Service employees receive, at a min-
imum, a death gratuity equal of $100,000, 
matching the benefit provided to military per-
sonnel. An enhanced life insurance benefit of 
at least $400,000 for Foreign Service employ-
ees serving at a recognized danger pay post 
also matches the benefit available to military 
personnel participating in combat operations 
or stationed in combat zones. Foreign Service 
employees with a higher yearly salary or life 
insurance payout will maintain their benefits as 
they exist under current law. 

This legislation also recognizes our moral 
obligation to the families of the twelve Ameri-
cans killed in the August 1998 Al Qaeda 
bombing of the U.S. Embassy in Nairobi, 
Kenya. Many of the surviving family members 
of that incident have endured significant and 
continuing financial and personal hardships 
that serve as a poignant example of the bur-
dens faced by such survivors. These families 
have been unable to seek damages through 
the courts as other families in similar situa-
tions have because such actions are limited to 
state-sponsored acts of terror. 

Similar legislation has passed the House of 
Representatives in previous Congressional 
sessions, but failed to clear the hurdle of the 
United States Senate. Then-Congressman 
ROY BLUNT (R–MO) continually led this effort 
over the years, and I am honored to carry the 
torch during the 112th Congress. 

As we approach the 10th Anniversary of the 
September 11th attacks, we need to recognize 
the individuals who died at the hand of a ter-
rorist attack three years before 9/11, and up-
hold our foremost responsibility to our coura-
geous and dedicated Foreign Service employ-
ees and their families. 
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MEMORIAL TRIBUTE FOR 
CRYPTOLOGIC TECHNICIAN 
PETTY OFFICER FIRST CLASS 
MICHAEL JOSEPH STRANGE 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 9, 2011 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Cryptologic Technician Petty Officer 
First Class Michael Joseph Strange who died 
August 6th in Wardak Province, Afghanistan. 
Petty Officer Strange was a patriot and a hero 
who made the ultimate sacrifice ensuring the 

security of our nation. He will be greatly 
missed. 

Petty Officer Strange was a highly deco-
rated combat veteran with numerous awards, 
including the Bronze Star Medal with Valor, 
Purple Heart Medal, Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal, Joint Service Commendation 
Medal with Valor, Joint Service Achievement 
Medal, Combat Action Ribbon, Presidential 
Unit Citation, and other campaign and unit 
decorations. 

Petty Officer Strange is survived by his lov-
ing family, friends, and teammates. 

His nation owes Petty Officer Strange an 
enormous debt of gratitude. We are honored 
to have had such an exemplary American 
fighting for his country. 

I wish to extend my condolences to Petty 
Officer Strange’s family, friends, and team-
mates and hope they continue to find solace 
in his lasting impact on his grateful nation. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with them. 
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IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF 
EVERETT M. WOODEL, JR. FOR 
HIS SERVICE AS DISTRICT DI-
RECTOR OF OHIO’S FIFTH CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT OFFICES 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 9, 2011 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing public servant from Ohio’s Fifth Con-
gressional District. My District Director, Everett 
M. Woodel, Jr. of Port Clinton, Ohio left after 
twelve years of service to Ohio’s Fifth Con-
gressional District Offices. 

Everett Woodel began his service to Ohio’s 
Fifth Congressional District as a District Rep-
resentative to the late Congressman Paul E. 
Gillmor. During his tenure with the late Con-
gressman Gillmor, Everett also filled the role 
as the Deputy Communications Director. Fol-
lowing the vacancy left by the late Congress-
man Gillmor, Everett’s professionalism and 
dedication to the constituents and issues of 
Ohio’s Fifth Congressional District made him 
an outstanding pick to serve as the Deputy 
District Director. In 2010, when my former Dis-
trict Director retired, Everett handily took over 
the position as District Director. 

A veteran of the United States Army, Ever-
ett has served our country with pride and com-
passion. As a public servant, I have found 
Everett to be dedicated to the citizens of 
Northwest Ohio, not only managing the day to 
day functions of my district offices, but also 
demonstrating that the well-being of the con-
stituents of Ohio’s Fifth Congressional District 
is paramount in making this the hallmark of his 
career with the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. Everett will continue his commit-
ment to public service as he has accepted a 
position with the State of Ohio’s Industrial 
Commission. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Everett M. Woodel, Jr. for his 
roles in Ohio’s Fifth District Offices. Our com-
munities have undoubtedly benefited from his 
years of faithful service. We wish Everett M. 
Woodel, Jr. all of the best upon his departure 
as District Director of Ohio’s Fifth Congres-
sional District Offices. 

9/11 COMMEMORATION CEREMONY 
REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 9, 2011 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, September 
11, 2001, is a day forever etched into the 
memory of the American people. On that day 
10 years ago, over 3,000 innocent people, in-
cluding nine Texans, died during the attacks 
on the World Trade Center, the Pentagon, and 
aboard Flight 93. We gather at this Valor 
Commitment Dedication to honor both their 
memory and the sacrifices of their families. 
We also renew our commitment to honoring 
the sacrifice and service of the citizens who 
risked their lives to help all those impacted on 
that terrible day. Firefighters, police officers, 
and first responders saved thousands of vic-
tims, and nearly 350 rescue personnel gave 
their lives in the service of others. It is be-
cause of their bravery that many of us knew 
9/11 would not be the downfall of our great 
nation, despite what those who attacked us in-
tended. 

While 9/11 is a day of great solemnity, it is 
also a moment of pride. Our reaction as a 
country to those events—both during the 
events and afterward—reveals much about us 
as a people. Our enemies thought they could 
break our spirit and crush our will, but they 
failed to realize our resolve and resilience. As 
President George Bush said only days later, 
‘‘America today is on bended knee, in prayer 
for the people whose lives were lost here, for 
the workers who work here, for the families 
that mourn.’’ They sought to divide us, but 
they mistook the strength of our convictions 
for the inability to act and the wisdom of liberty 
for frailty of arms. And they certainly failed to 
understand the breadth of our unity and the 
depth of our commitment to freedom both here 
and around the world. 

As we look back on the 10 years since the 
attacks, we are reminded that the United 
States still faces enemies who spread fear 
and hate through terrorism and brutality. Con-
gress, the Presidency, and the federal govern-
ment have an obligation and duty to protect 
our nation. We have made great strides since 
that terrible day, but there is still much to be 
done. This Remembrance Service is a sign 
that we are moving forward as a nation, and 
that while we may have bent on 9/11, we shall 
never be broken. 

f 

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE FOR CHIEF 
PETTY OFFICER SPECIAL WAR-
FARE OPERATOR JON THOMAS 
TUMILSON 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 9, 2011 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Chief Petty Officer Special Warfare Op-
erator Jon Thomas Tumilson who died August 
6th in Wardak Province, Afghanistan. Chief 
Tumilson was a patriot and a hero who made 
the ultimate sacrifice ensuring the security of 
our nation. He will be greatly missed. 

Chief Tumilson was a highly decorated com-
bat veteran with numerous awards, including 
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